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Bessborough School PSSC Meeting Minutes 

November 1, 2016 

 

In attendance:  Nick Mattatall (Principal), Dale Hughes (Chair), Janice McNally, Maeve Murphy, 

Lori Cripps, Lisa MacDougall, Caroline Hutchings, Christa Gillis, Norval McConnell, DEC member. 

1. Approval of Meeting Package: November Agenda, September minutes, teacher’s report, 

student’s report, principal’s report.   

Student Report: Submitted by Kevin Williams 

 Legacy Center clubs are up and running 5 days a week. We run: Chess, board games and 
crib, Lego, shoe tying and story time, and K-5 art club. We also have several Leadership 
students who have volunteered to be peer tutors during lunch hours. 

 Students raised $555 for the Terry Fox Walk on Sept. 29th.  
 Students volunteered at the Ronald McDonald House on September 26th and on October 

24th. We are scheduled to go every month during the school year.  
 The students We Scare Hunger food drive through WE will run from October 24th - Nov. 

4th.  
 Our second middle school dance of the year will be on Wednesday, Octobers 26th, 

Halloween Theme. 
 On Friday, October 28th, Leadership students are running a Spooktacular event for the K-2's 

in the morning, and a sock hop for the 3-5's in the afternoon. As well, there will be a Bengal 
Pride assembly with the theme of Hero’s as we will be launching the Fireman Reading 
Program and Danielle Dorris, Par-Olympian, will be here to talk about her experiences in 
Brazil.  

 On October 28th, we will have a popcorn/theme day to raise fund for the Atlantic Wellness 
Center. 

 On Saturday, October 29th, 3 shifts (9-11, 11-1, and 1-3) of Leadership students will 
volunteer at the annual Monster Trot being held at Centennial Park to support the Atlantic 
Wellness Center.  

 20 grade 8 Leadership students will be attending We Day Atlantic on Nov. 30th 
 The ELF reading program has started for 10 grade 2 students, it will run until Dec. 15th 
 Mr. Legge is busy organizing a Christmas play which will be performed on the evening of 

Dec. 14th. 
 Our Remembrance Day assembly will be on Nov. 10th.  
 

Teacher Report: Submitted by Carole Henrichs 

 Teachers have finished Screener A for the year, collected the data and will be using this data 

to inform their instruction. 
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 Guidance is working with their family of schools on developing mental health initiatives and 

supports to meet the needs of the entire school community.  

 Teachers are participating in PD opportunities related to the subjects they teach. 

 Resource has identified our struggling learners and has been offering support through co-

teaching and small group interventions. 

Principal’s Report: Provided by Nick Mattatall 

 November 30 is WE Day. 

 November 29 is Inspiration Night with Bessborough having been offered 22 (20 students 

and 2 chaperones) of 222 tickets overall, in recognition of Bessborough’s building of the 

school in Kenya 

 Firefighters, including Chris Jackson, former Bessborough student, will be participating in a 

literacy program for Grade 2 students, every Tuesday until the end of November 

 Nick provided additional information to respond to questions raised on mental health 

initiatives described in the Teacher’s Report.   

o Screener A is an internal document for mentor/teacher use 

o Speakers to provide presentations on various topics, including resiliency, 

anxiety/stress; and reframing thought processes at all four schools (Hillcrest, 

Evergreen, Bessborough, and McNaughton), as discussed during September 

meeting.  

o The DEC member reinforced that student resiliency is the primary focus in the 

District Report. Follow up from the report will include exploring differences between 

the English and French school districts province-wide, with English students showing 

more challenges with mental health. He encouraged PSSC members to review the 

report on the EEDC Website. The Tell it From Me Survey and new policy from DEC, as 

well as the new health curriculum may help in addressing this gap. 

Action: Nick to email link on Mental Health Ends to group. 

2. SIP/PLEP discussion.  

School-based report card database disabled with new report card site. SMART goals were 
provided on paper. New report cards will be on line. With the change, we won’t be able to look 
at historical report cards but have 2-3 years data compiled (for PSSC review).  
 
Discussion of two data snapshots: 

1. Provincial assessment: Numbers do not add up as some kids are exempt and are 
counted in data towards ‘did not meet’ as the would not pass the personal assessment. 
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2. SIP: Skills development takes 6-8 weeks (see broad SIP and then teacher-specific noted 
at the bottom of the email that was shared in advance of the meeting). Teachers 
prioritize based on key issues. Needs assessment for individual children and cohort 
children who need it most. Resource teachers apply funding and discretionary time to 
areas of most need so that more resources are placed where children need it most.  

 
A discussion occurred around use of technology to supplement these resources, using QR codes 
to centres. Next steps will be to get first term data and review against goals to see where 
children are struggling.  
 
It was suggested by the DEC members that as a committee, we could explore the following: 

 What are you happy with? 
 What are you not happy with? 
 Where are there opportunities for improvement? 

 
Could map these questions on to provincial and district results. For example, could explore low 
math scores for assessment in French to Immersion students. 
 
It was suggested that in future minutes, to facilitate review of achievements and potential gaps, 
it might be useful to position the student, teacher, and principle reports against the school 
improvement plan goals. 
 
Action: Christa to provide an example for review at the next meeting. 
 
3. Presentation from DEC member.  

 Norval mentioned that he met with the Chair of the Hillcrest PSSC to have a discussion 
based on the letter that had been provided regarding Bessborough and reinforced that no 
decisions had yet been made.  

 He provided an overview of current numbers to the Bessborough PSSC; a discussion ensued 
regarding options for a potential new build to the Bessborough PSSC, including the need for 
18-22 acres, should a decision be made to build a new school. Other possibilities under a 
409 Policy study were discussed. The topic is on the DEC meeting agenda in November. 

 He emphasized that the PSSC could advocate for a location that makes sense for the West 
End, and that the PSSC could consider speaking with the Mayor and Counsellor for the West 
End about the Downtown Development Plan, as well as the local MPP. 
 

4. Adjournment. Meeting was adjourned at 9:00. 

Next meeting: Next meeting December 6 at 6:30 p.m. The following dates were communicated 

by the Chair for 2017: January 10, February 28, April 4, May 16, and June 6.  

Meeting minutes submitted by Christa Gillis. 


